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unintelligent, " I endeavour to improve
such also to the best of my ability, although
I would not desire to build up the Christian
community out of such materials. For I
seek in preference those who are more
clever and acute, because they are able to
comprehend the meaning of the hard
sayings."1 Here we have plainly stated
the ancient Christian idea, entirely at
one with the considerations submitted in
Chapter I. of this book. There is room
for the ignorant in Christianity, but it is
not intended only for them, and has deep
teachings for the " clever and acute."

It is for these that he takes much pains
to show that the Jewish and Christian
Scriptures have hidden meanings, veiled
under stories the outer meaning of which
repels them as absurd, alluding to the
serpent and the tree of life, and "the
other statements which follow, which
might of themselves lead a candid reader
to see that all these things had, not
inappropriately, an allegorical meaning."2
Many chapters are devoted to these alle-
gorical and mystical meanings, hidden
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